Childhood epilepsy uncontrolled by phenytoin: clinical and electroencephalographic study.
Nine cases of childhood epilepsy manifesting motor convulsions uncontrolled despite high levels of phenytoin (PHT) were studied clinically and electroencephalographically. These cases consisted of five cases of partial seizures without impairment of consciousness, two cases of partial seizures (occasionally generalized seizures beginning locally), one case of predominantly unilateral seizures, and one case of generalized tonic-clonic seizures. the onset of seizures was at a rather early age, between 3 months and 9 years, and under 3 years of age in eight cases. All cases had single or multiple, cortical epileptic foci in EEG. The projection of spikes was localized to a rather limited area. Seizures of these patients were frequent. All cases, except one, did not respond to other medication. Convulsive seizures with cortical focal spike foci in EEG uncontrolled despite high levels of PHT were thought to have poor responsiveness to not only PHT itself, but also to other anticonvulsants.